NEW YORK CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Notice of Promulgation of 3 RCNY §11-05,
entitled "Use of Naturd Gas Fired Heaters at Congtruction Sites'

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN PURSUANT TO THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN
the Fire Commissoner of the City of New York by Section 489 of the New York City
Charter and Sections 27-1069 and 27-4010 of the New York City Adminigrative Code, and
in accordance with the requirements of Section 1043 of the New York City Charter, that the
New York City Fire Department hereby promulgates a new rule, 3 RCNY 811-05, entitled

"Use of Natura Gas Fired Heaters at Condruction Sites” The entire rule is underlined to
indicate that it is new.

The public hearing was held on March 7, 2002. In accordance with 81043(e)(2)
of the New Y ork City Charter, the rule shal take effect on December 1, 2002.

The Notice of Promulgation, Fina Rule and Statement of Basis and Purpose will be
available on the Fire Department Internet Home Page at:
www.nyc.gov/fdny



A new rule, 811-05 of Title 3 of the Rules of the City of New York, is promulgated,

effective December 1, 2002, as follows:

811-05 Useof Natural Gas Fired Heatersat Construction Sites

(@

Applicability

(b)

(©

This section applies to the use a construction stes of portable heaters fuded by piped
natura gas.

Definitions

For purposes of this section, the following terms shdl have the following meanings:

Natural gas. A mixture of hydrocarbon gases and vapors, consising principaly of
methane in gaseous form.

Natural gas fired heater. Any appliance used for the generation of heat that is not
permanently ingdled on the premises under consruction and that is connected to, and
fueled by, piped natural gas.

Piped natural gas. Naura gas supplied by means of piping connected to a public
utility.

Plumber. A licensed master plumber, as that term is defined by the New York City
Building Code (as st forth in New York City Adminigraive Code §826-141[€]), or a
person working under the direct and continuing supervison of a licensed maeger plumber,
as authorized by said code (as set forth in New York City Adminigrative Code §26-142).

Generd Prohibitions

(D It shal be unlawful to store or use a natura gas fired heater a a congtruction Ste
for human comfort or any other purpose other than condgruction-related curing

and drying.

(2) It shdl be unlawful to store or use a natural gas fired heater at a condruction Ste
for construction-rdated curing and drying without a Department permit.

3 It shal be unlawful to sore or use a natura gas fired heater a a condruction site
where:

() any portion of the building under congtruction is occupied:;

(i) the portion of the building under condruction is located within:




(d)

(A) 10 feet of any opening in walls of occupied adjacent structures or
buildings, or

(B) 50 feet of any building occupied for educationd, hedth care or
religious purposes, place of public assembly or other place of
public gathering;

(i) there is no shut-off vdve for the piped naturd gas sarvice to the building
under _condgruction inddled outsde of the building in accordance with the
requirements of Section P115.5 of Reference Standard RS-16 of the New
York City Building Code; or

(iv) the naturd gas pipe building supply pressure is grester than one-hdf (29
pound per square inch gauge.

Permit Requirements

(e

(1)

A permit shal be obtained from the Department prior to any sorage or use of

2

naturd gas fired heaters a a condruction ste. The permit shdl be issued in the
name of the owner of the property, upon application of the owner or a registered
architect, professona engineer or contractor on the owner’s behalf.

Permit applications shdl be filed with the Department's Bureau of Fire Prevention

3

a Fre Depatment Headquarters. The permit application shdl include such
information _and documentation as the Depatment may prescribe, including but
not limited to a completed application form, and a copy of the work permit issued
by the New York City Depatment of Buildings authorizing the inddlation of
temporary naturd gas piping (or other form of Depatment of Buildings approva
acceptable to the Department).

Permits shdl be granted for a period of up to one year. The annua permit fee

shdll be $210.

Supervision, Inspection and Recordkesping Requirements

N

(2)

Naturd gas fired heaters a a condgruction dSte shdl be under the persond
supervison of a plumber or a peson holding a cetificate of fitness for such
ativity whenever such heaters are in use. At dl other times, naturd gas fired
heaters a a condruction ste shdl be under the generd supervison of such
plumber or cetificate of fitness holder.

The plumber or cetificae of fithess holder shdl periodicdly ingpect dl naturd

ges fired hedters that are in use.  Such ingpections shdl be conducted as
frequently as needed to ensure the safe operation of the heaters, conddering the
nature and location of the curing or drying operation and surrounding activities a
the condruction dte, but in no event less than once every four (4) hours  All
naturd _gas fired heaters that are connected for use but not in use, and dl naturd
ges piping and equipment inddled a the condruction dte, including the outdoor
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(f)

3

gas savice line shut-off valve, shdl be inspected at least once every work day.
The plumber or cetificate of fitness holder shdl ensure that dl such appliances,
piping and equipment_are in a safe condition and proper working order and are
otherwise inddled, maintained and operated in compliance with the requirements
of this section.

A record of al inspections required by this subdivison, induding any corrective

action taken, shall be made in a bound log book kept at the congtruction ste and
made available for ingpection by a Department representative.

Naturd Gas Piping and Control Vave Reguirements. In connection with the use of

(@)

natura gasfired heaters a condruction sites;

@

@)

3

Temporary naturd gas piping shdl comply with dl reguirements of Section
P115.0 of Reference Standard RS-16 of the New Y ork City Building Code.

Temporary naturd gas piping shdl be ingdled in such a manner and a such
locaions as will minimize the risk of damage from the condruction activity
occurring at the congtruction ste.

Temporary natural gas piping shal be dealy marked "Naturd Gas' at least once

4)

every 30 feet, and at least once in each room or other separate area.

A shut-off valve shdl be ingadled at each natural gas pipe outlet that is to be used

(5)

for a naturd gas fired heater with a flexible hose connection. A maximum of four
(4) heaters may be connected to each such shut-off vave

All shut-off vaves required by this subdivison shdl be hand operdble and of the

(6)

quarter-turn type.

All vaves required by this subdivison shdl be inddled in unobstructed locations

(1)

where they are clearly visble and readily accessble.  Access shall be provided to
any vave located more than seven (7) feat above floor leve by means of a fixed
or otherwise stable gtair, ladder or platform.

The outdoor gas sarvice line shut-off vave shdl be dealy maked with mead

(8)

tags or in ancther permanent manner.

Defective gas piping, tubing and fittings (incduding vaves, dsranes, filters) shdl

be replaced and not repaired. An adeguate supply of spare parts and maerid
shall be available on the premises for replacement.

Naturd Gas Fired Heaster Requirements. In connection with the use of natura gas fired

heaters at construction sites;

(1)

Naturd gas fired heaters shal be of a type accepted by the New York City

Depatment of Buildings Divison of Maeaids and Equipment Acceptance or
previoudy approved by the New York City Board of Standards and Appeals,

4




(h)

unless such approval is amended or repeded by the New York City
Commissioner of Buildings.

(2) All dectrical wiring and equipment associated with the use of naturd gss fired
heaters shdl be ingdled in conformance with the New Y ork City Electrica Code.

(3) Hexible hoses used for connecting natural gas fired hesters to naturd das pipe
outlets:

() shdl be suitdble for natura gas sarvice and of a type desgned for a
working pressure of not less than three hundred and fifty pounds per
squareinch;

(i) shall not exceed 20 feet in length;

(i) shdl be inddled with a shut-off vave between the end of the hose and the
hedter;

(iv)  ghdl not pass through any walls, partitions, celings or floors, or any other
concealed location;

(V) shdl not extend from one room to another, except through an opening
where the door has been removed or secured from movement, and shdl
not be indaled in such other manner or at such other locations as would
expoe the hose to crimping, wear or damage or conditute a faling or
tripping hazard;

(i) shal not be used for any other purpose; and

(vi)  shdl be mantained in a safe condition.

(4 At lesst one copy of the manufacturer's operating and maintenance ingructions

for the naturd gasfired heaters shall be readily available a the congtruction Ste.

Natura Gas Fired Heater Operating Reguirements. In connection with the use of naturd

gasfired heaters at construction Sites,

@)

Natura gasfired heaters:

() shdl be used only in well-ventilated aress,

(i) shal be placed on a noncombustible foundation; and

(ii1) shdl be placed a a sofe digance from combustible maerids, induding
combustible building congtruction, in accordance with the approved use of
the naturd gas fired heater sat forth in the acceptance of the New York
City Depatment of Buildings Divison of Mateids and Equipment
Acceptance or the approva of the New York City Board of Standards and
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Appeals, and in accordance with the manufacturer’s operating
indructions, and

(iv) shal be placed a leest 20 feat from flammable liquids, combudible
liquids and compressed gas cylinders.

Smoking shdl be prohibited within ten (10) feet of any naturd gas fired heater in

3

use or connected for use. "NO SMOKING" sgns shal be posted conspicuoudy
throughout the areas where smoking is prohibited.

When the curing or drying is to take place within a temporay enclosure, only

(4)

nontcombudible pands, flame-resgant tapaulins  or  dmilar_ fire-retardant
materids shal be used for such enclosure.  The enclosure shdl be secured from
movement by wind or other causes. Natura gas fired heaters shdl not be placed
closer than ten (10) feet from any surface of the enclosure.

Temporary lighting used in connection with curing or drying operations shdl be

(5)

equipped with heavy duty dectricd cords and quards to prevent accidenta
contact with the bulb. Such lighting shdl be removed from the area as soon as
they are no longer needed.

A portable combudible gas leak detector shal be readily avalable on the

(6)

premises.

At leest one portable (1) fire extinguisher having a minimum 20-B:C rating shdl

be provided on each floor of the condtruction site at a location not more than 30
feet from where a heater is in use or connected for use. A trave distance of up to
50 fea is dlowed if a fire extinguisher having a minimum 40-B:C raing is

provided.

(i) Modification

Whenever drcumsances, conditions, limitations, or surroundings are unusud, or such as to

render it impracticable to comply with any or dl of the foregoing provisons, the

Commissonar may waive or modify such provisons to such extent as he or she may deem

necessary, condstent with public safety.

STATEMENT OF BASIS AND PURPOSE OF RULE

The use of piped naurd gas to fud heaters on condruction Stes has become increasingly

popular.

Such heaters are used for concrete curing, plager drying and sSmilar goplications.

Presently, Fire Department rules (3 RCNY 825-01) only regulate the use of liquefied petroleum
gases for these purposes. This new rule will require that a permit be obtained from the Fire
Department prior to use of piped naturd gas a condruction dtes, and would establish minimum
fire safety requirements for such activities.



If any subparagreph, paragraph or subdivision of this section shal be adjudged by any court of
competent jurisdiction to be invdid, such judgment shdl not affect, impar or invdidate the
remainder thereof, but shdl be confined in its operation to the subparagraph, paragraph or
subdivison thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment shdl have been
rendered.



